Term 2, Week 9, 29 June, 2022

Dear Parents and Caregivers
Mānawatia a Matariki! I sincerely hope that you have enjoyed the newest public holiday
and the celebration of the rising of the nine stars of Matariki.
This will be the final newsletter for Term 2. It has been a challenging term as we have
been coping with 80 to 100 (even more) students absent most days, which means a
great deal of continuity is lost in children’s learning. We have also had many staff
absences, which is compounded by a lack of relieving teachers.
I want to thank all families for all that you have done in what is panning out to be the
worst winter for illnesses that I have experienced in some 35 years as a school principal. I
am also very proud of our staff at Riverview School, who have all done so much extra to
support each other as well as all the children in our care.
Term 3 might well see a continuation of this challenge, though I do hope that things
improve for all our sakes.
At the end of next week, we will be sending home mid-year reports for all children. There
are a couple of matters related to this that I need to explain:
1.

2.

Attendance: The Ministry of Education standard is that a student needs 95% and
above attendance to be regarded as “Excellent” and between 90% and 94% to be
“Acceptable”. The huge amount of illness and isolating, because of household
Covid cases, means that most children will have a tick in the “Needs Improvement”
box. Please do not be upset by this. We have simply kept to the standard as is and
we know that most families have good reason for not having reached it.
Children who have been at school for less than 60% of this half year do not get a full
report. They have been absent an average of two or more days each week (some
much more!) and the teachers do not have sufficient evidence to write a
comprehensive report on their progress. These children will, however, have a shorter
report go home.

Board of Trustees Elections: These take place next term – very soon! If interested, please
have a chat with any current or past Board member, or me, to find out more. I also
warmly invite you to attend the next meeting of the Board of Trustees, next Wednesday 6
July, from 6:30pm, in the Staffroom. Come along as an observer and see what the Board
focuses on at a typical meeting.
P.T.O.
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Next Monday, work begins on the new sunshade project over the junior playground
behind Rooms 1-4. This project has had many delays over a five-year period of planning,
so we are thrilled that it will be built over the coming weeks, with a plan to be finished for
the start of Term 3.
Term 2 finishes next Friday (8 July) and Term 3 begins on Monday 25 July. I wish every
family a safe and happy break.
For the Children

Ken McLeay
Principal

Parents, can you please make sure that your children are dressed warmly
(as, although we are allowed to have the heat pumps on, we still need to
have classroom doors and windows open for cross-ventilation to occur).

Riverview School has a Facebook page to
promote Riverview School events from
the school, the PTA, and the Bazaar
Committee. We are not seeking feedback
and opinions,
rather sharing
information about
upcoming events.

Kerikeri Gymnastics Holiday Programme Monday
11 to Friday 22 July, 8.30am to 3.00pm. Full day
$40, half day $25. Bring lunch, morning tea, and a
drink bottle. Contact
kerikerigymclub@gmail.com to sign up.

RIVERVIEW OSCAR
WINTER HOLIDAY PROGRAMME
11 JULY – 22 JULY 2022
Wintertime fun, playing all day, working on crafty things, making great friends, and learning new
things to inspire young minds!
Enrolment forms can be collected from the Riverview School office, the school website, or directly from
OSCAR.
Contact Shelley Robinson 021 296 4829 oscar@riverview.school.nz if you have any questions.

