
Term 1 ,  Week 1,  1  February,  2024  

Kia Ora Tatou  

  

I am thrilled to welcome all whānau, staff, and students back with renewed energy 

as we embark on the promising journey that is the year 2024.  On behalf of the entire 

Riverview School whānau, I extend a warm and heartfelt welcome to each and               

every one of you.   

  

We welcomed 43 new tamariki to our kura on Monday, with a Mihi Whakatau.  Thank 

you to Amiya-Lee Arama, Isla Ah Dar, and Maxine Nikora, who led the karanga; we 

appreciate the courage and leadership shown on the first day.     

  

This year, we have a number of new members to our team, including me.  I would like 

to welcome Mrs Paula Walker, who is teaching in Room 9 and Nina Isbister, who is a 

Learning Support Assistant in classes across our kura.  We welcome Mrs Catherine Ross

-Taylor back to school, in Room 17.  Thank you to all the staff and whānau that have 

welcomed both me and my family to the sunny north.  

   

2024 brings with it the promise of fresh beginnings and exciting possibilities.  Our              

dedicated team is committed to providing an enriching and nurturing environment 

that fosters excellence, personal growth, and well-being for all tamariki.  We will              

continue to cultivate a culture of innovation and curiosity, empowering our students 

to explore their potential and reach new heights.  

  

Parents and caregivers, your partnership with us is invaluable.  Your support for, and 

involvement in, your child/ren's education contribute significantly to their                         

success.  We encourage open communication and collaboration as, together, we 

can create an environment where every student thrives.  

  

Students, you are at the heart of our kura, and your unique talents and perspectives 

enrich Riverview School.  Embrace the opportunities for learning, engage in             

extracurricular activities, and challenge yourselves to become the best version of 

who you aspire to be.  This year is yours to unfold, and we are here to guide and               

support you every step of the way.  

  

As we commence this year, let us approach it with enthusiasm, resilience, and a 

commitment to excellence.  Let's build upon the foundation we've laid and create a 

year filled with growth, discovery, and memorable experiences.                            P.T.O. 
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Wishing each member of the Riverview School community a successful and              

rewarding 2024! Together, let's make it a year to remember.  

  

Back to School Evening  

We invite all parents and caregivers to our “Back to School” evening on Thursday 8 

February.  This begins with a gathering in the hall at 6:30pm to learn what is planned 

for the year ahead, and to be introduced to the staff.  You can then meet with your 

child’s teacher (some teams may choose to meet in teams rather than as individuals, 

depending on numbers) and learn there about how things operate in your child’s 

classroom.  The PTA will then be offering refreshments in the hall.  Unfortunately, we 

can not accommodate children at this event.  

 

‘How Far will Bo (and Lola) Go?’  

It is that time of year again and I, for one, am very excited about this year’s 24-hour 

fun run ‘How Far Will Bo Go?’.  We have set Friday 1 March as the big day, with the 

run starting at 10:00am and finishing at 10:00am on Saturday 2nd.  Next week, the 

Years 5 and 6 students will receive the information and permission forms for ‘How Far 

Will Bo Go?’.  This is also a reminder that our Year 4s will participate in the ‘How Far Will 

Lola Go?’ run during the day on Friday 1 March.  

  

Cell phones and Smart watches:  The school policy is that cell phones are not needed 

at school for any educational purposes and should be left at home please.  Should 

there be a genuine need for a child to bring one, they must bring it to the office            

before school starts and pick it up at the end of classes.  The same requirement          

applies to any “smart watches” that have phone or recording capability.  The               

development of this technology is very impressive but, should such expensive devices 

come to school, they may be used inappropriately or may be damaged, lost, or             

stolen; we strongly recommend that anything that expensive should not be at school. 

   

Parent Teacher Association:  

We have a group of dedicated parents and caregivers that meets each month to 

discuss, plan, and organise a range of activities to fundraise for, and support, our            

kura.  If you are interested in being a part of this, the next meeting will be held this 

month, a date is yet to be confirmed.   
 

Attendance:  

Attendance is important for more than just learning.  Reduced attendance has been 

shown to increase:  

• schoolwork-related anxiety,   

• social and emotional concerns (such as friendships) and can decrease a child’s 

sense of belonging and wellbeing.  

  

At Riverview School, we aim to build self-confidence in each child, and to support 

them in meeting their learning, social, and emotional needs, enabling them to be the 

best that they can be. Regular attendance supports us in building and maintaining 

positive outcomes for learners.   

  

Arrival Times:   

We ask that children are not dropped off at school before 8:00am.  This is a health 

and safety matter; at that time, staff are busy preparing for the day, and are not be 

able to supervise your child/ren.               P.T.O. 



Some quick notes for you to know about:  

• Newsletters will be coming home on Thursdays every second week.  We prefer this to 

be by email but, if you need a paper copy, please let the office know.  

• The swimming pool is open.  Each class has several lessons a week and 

children will need togs, towel, and a swimming cap.  

• Next Tuesday (February 6) is a public holiday (Waitangi Day) so there is no 

school.  

• Riverview School sunhats are required in Term 1.  These can be purchased from the 

Office ($18:00).  

• We are a water-only school, so please do not send other drinks.  Our water fountains 

all have filtered water.  Our recommendation is for children to have a named water 

bottle, and then to refill it from a water fountain if needed.  

  

Bible in Schools – Community Feedback:  

As a part of our required three-yearly review, we will send a link home next week request-

ing your feedback on the Bible in Schools programme.  From this survey, the information 

will be shared with the BOT, who will have a discussion and make an informed decision 

regarding this.  In the meantime, there are no Bible in Schools classes.  

  

Kind regards  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Eamonn Kelly, Principal  

Riverview School has a Facebook page to        
promote Riverview School events from 
the school, the PTA, and the Bazaar                 
Committee. We are not seeking feedback 
and opinions,               
rather sharing              
information about  
upcoming events. 

Phone or text messages for children to the 
office by 2.30pm daily please. 

Dogs in the School Grounds:  

A reminder that Riverview School 

will not allow dogs in the grounds. 

Reminder: 

Please send your child to 

school with a named              

water bottle and remind 

them to drink plenty of       

water. 

School Hats are now 
available for sale at 
$18 each. The school 
hat is compulsory in 
Terms 1 and 4.  Please 
purchase from the 
school office. 



Riverview School works with SchoolDocs to maintain, update, and review our policies.  

SchoolDocs provides us with a comprehensive core set of policies, which have been well 

researched and follow the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines.  The 

policies and procedures are tailored to our school, and the school supplies specific 

information such as our charter, and procedures for behaviour management, reporting to 

parents, etc. 

SchoolDocs updates, modifies, or creates policies in response to changes in legislation or 

Ministry guidelines, significant events, reviews/requests from schools, and regular reviewing 

from the SchoolDocs team.  Our Board of Trustees has the opportunity to view changes/

additions and comment on them before they are implemented.  We will advise you when 

policies are up for review and how you can take part in the review. 

We invite you to visit the site at https://riverview.schooldocs.co.nz (note that there's no 

"www.").  Our username is "riverview" and password "heartwise". 

The review topic this term for parents and caregivers is: 

 Te Tiriti o Waitangi 

 Board Responsibility 

 Parent Involvement 

 Communicating with Parents 

 Community Conduct Expectations 

 School Character / Special Character 

 Documentation and Self-Review Policy 

 School Planning and Reporting 

 Reporting to Parents on Student Progress and Achievement 

 

Please follow these instructions: 

1. Visit the website https://riverview.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm 

2. Enter the username (riverview) and password (heartwise). 

3. Follow the link to the relevant policy as listed. 

4. Read the policy. 

5. Click the Start your review button at the top right-hand corner of the page. 

6. Select the reviewer type. 

7. Enter your name (optional). 

8. Submit your ratings and comments. 

If you don't have internet access, school office staff can provide you with printed         

copies of the policy and a review form. 



This year, there are some changes to our 

PR1ME Maths programme.  We are moving 

to the Prime International New Edition (PINE) 

programme.  This programme is aligned with 

the Cambridge Curriculum and also meets 

the expectations and, in some areas,            

exceeds them, of the New Zealand              

Curriculum Refresh.  Due to the changes, 

your child might be on a different book from what you expected them to be 

on.  Please trust that we have put a lot of time and effort into making sure 

that every child is on the correct book.  For the programme to be successful, 

students need to progress through the books.   
 

It is important to remember that PR1ME is just one part of a rich Maths        

programme in your child’s class.  All students will be given the support or             

extension that they need - this will not simply be moving them through books 

faster.  Students will not be completing a whole book each year.  At the end 

of the year, their PR1ME Practice Book will be passed onto their new                 

teacher.   
 

We are excited to use this new programme, as we can see the benefits that 

it will have for all students in the class.  There is a strong emphasis on                

understanding, problem solving, and linking Maths to real life.  These are         

essential skills to ensure that your child sees the importance of Maths in their 

lives, and can also see themselves as successful mathematicians.  

When dialling the school, you 

will be greeted with a series of 

options.   

 

You will have the option to 

speak directly to our reception 

staff, but it may be more             

convenient for you to choose 

the automated option that       

follows.  Please be assured that 

any messages left are checked 

regularly.  

 

Personal Assistance - press 1 

Record an absence or leave a 

message for your child - press 2 

List of contacts - press 3 



ASSEMBLIES 

School assemblies are usually held each Friday between 2:00pm and 2:45pm 

in the school hall, alternating between the Kerikeri, Ōkura, and Puketōtara 

teams (odd weeks) and the Rangitāne, Waipapa, and Wairoa teams (even 

weeks).  These assemblies provide a sharing time to celebrate successes 

and achievements – academic, sporting, cultural, as well as our HEARTWISE 

values.  They are also an opportunity for classes to share an item, and to          

announce what is happening in the school.  All parents and supporters are very welcome to join us for this 

special time together.   

 

Term 1 

Week 2 Room 15       Week 3 Think and Be Me 

Week 4 Room 16       Week 5 No Assembly - HFBWG 

Week 6 Room 11       Week 7 Year 2 team 

Week 8 Room 14       Week 9 No Assembly - Good Friday 

Week 10 Room 13       Week 11 to be confirmed 

Scholastic Book Club provides your family with an affordable and convenient way of bringing the 
best in children's literature into your home.  Book Club orders also support our school, as 15% of 
your order spend goes back to our school in valuable Scholastic Rewards.  
 
Book Club catalogues are distributed twice a term.  In term 4 Riverview School holds a Book Fair in 
the library, but this is still to be confirmed for 2024. 
 
The deadline to get paperwork back to the school office for this catalogue that was distributed                  
yesterday is Wednesday 14 February. 



mybookclub.scholastic.co.nz



Kerikeri Chess Club
Procter Library Kerikeri

Come and enjoy a game of chess
All skill levels and ages - no registrations or fees

(we will be playing upstairs or in the community room)

Kerikerichessclub@gmail.com
Lasse 027 2728478

https://sites.google.com/view/kerikerichessclub/

Saturday 03 Feb

Saturday 02 Mar

Saturday 27 Apr

Saturday 25 May

Saturday 22 June

Saturday 20 Jul

Saturday 17 Aug

Saturday 14 Sep

Saturday 12 Oct

Saturday 09 Nov

Saturday 07 Dec

11am-1pm Upstairs

Saturday 17 Feb

Saturday 16 Mar

Saturday 13 Apr

Saturday 11 May

Saturday 08 Jun

Saturday 06 July

Saturday 03 Aug

Saturday 31 Aug

Saturday 28 Sep

Saturday 26 Oct

Saturday 23 Nov

1pm-3pm Community Room
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